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Yosemite Valley Day-Use Parking Lots & Site Design

Yosemite, ca

NATIONAL PARK 

WETLAND RESTORATION & CULTURAL RESOURCES / 

PUBLIC PARKING LOTS & ACCESS

Yosemite Valley Day Use Parking Areas, NPS Yosemite 

National Park:  Consistent with the final approved 

Merced River Plan in 2014, this design project addresses 

the realignment of Northside Drive; new day-use 

parking at Yosemite Village  (750 cars, 5 buses, transit 

stop), West of Yosemite Lodge and Camp 4 (341 cars, 22 

tour buses, RV parking); related day-use visitor amenities 

at the parking; wetland and forest preservation and 

restoration; and preservation of vistas.  Visitor amenities 

include trails, boardwalks, overlooks, picnic areas, 

comfort stations, transit stops, and a new visitor contact 

station.  Phased implementation is scheduled to begin 

in 2016, and will eventually include the relocation of 

several buildings including the concession offices.  

Subconsultant to Jacobs Engineering Group for 

Schematic Design up through Design Development 

(70% CD’s).  Est. overall $21 million. 

CLIENT:  Yosemite National Park

Justin DeSantis, NPS Pacific West Region, (415) 623-2278

CIVIL ENGINEER: Jacobs Engineering Group

The Merced River Plan, prepared in support of the Wild and 
Scenic River designation, requires the re-design of visitor access 
facilities within the river zone to better balance ecological 
protections and restoration with human uses.

Yosemite Valley in the heart of Yosemite National Park receives more than 18,000 visitors per day 
during the peak session, a challenge for the National Park Service to accommodate the large 
number of visitors while maintaining the integrity of the natural resources.

The re-routing of Northside Drive around redesigned 750 car day-use parking lots eliminates 
pedestrian-vehicular conflicts and allows direct linkages to the Valley trails network and Yosemite 
Village. Parking is located outside the Merced River riparian buffer zone and is configured to 
protect and expand existing wetlands to the south and the west.


