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Mt. Umunhum Staging Area at Bald Mountain / Public Access 

Santa Clara County, ca

MIDPENINSULA REGIONAL OPEN SPACE DISTRICT

STAGING AREA/ PUBLIC ACCESS

JNRA prepared plans for a new staging area, Bay Ridge 

Trail linkages to Bald Mountain and Mt. Umunhum, 

and stormwater management for the Midpeninsula 

Regional Open Space District’s Sierra Azul Open Space 

Preserve. Site developments include parking for 28 

cars, restrooms, paved pathways and trails, storm runoff 

infiltration basins, and restored native vegetation. 

Construction is planned for 2014. 

Civil Engineer: B.A. Zuhdi Consulting Engineers

Groundbreaking ceremony at site, 2014. The new staging area will provide public access to the 
Mt. Umunhum and Bald Mountain trails.

View from top of Mt. Umunhum.
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The new parking stabilizes & restores a previously damaged site as well as restores habitat while providing public access.

Stormwater management diagram.

STORMWATER DESIGN
The previously disturbed headwaters site was re-
designed to retain, recharge, and treat stormwater 
on site.  A cascade of three infiltration basins line the 
northerly side of the parking lot with one more within 
the turn around.  To the left, a preliminary diagram 

shows the watershed for each basin.  JNRA analyzed the 

stormwater runoff and prepared a drainage report with 
calculations to support meeting C3 stormwater runoff 
requirements and 100 year storm management. These 
diagrams and analysis informed the final design and 
layout of the parking lot shown in the illustration above.  
MROSD chose to eliminate the underground chambers 
shown in this early concept plan, expand natural 
basins, and remove four parking spaces in the final 
implementation.  Infiltration basins display a native plant 
palette for the specific location and elevation as well as 
a specific subgrade composition to retain and treat the 

water while creating habitat. 


